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Purpose 

Provide an overview of Ontario’s new Waste-Free Ontario framework  

• Context 

• Circular economy 

• Waste-Free Ontario Framework 

• Implementation timelines 
 



CHALLENGES 

 Ontarians generate a significant amount of 

waste 

 Ontario’s diversion rates have stalled at 

25% for last decade. 

 Only focusing on end-of-life management of 

waste is costly  

 Ontario’s landfill capacity is less than 20 

years 

 Greenhouse gas emissions have 

significantly increased  

 Shifting away from a linear economy needs 

a change to Ontarians’ mindset and views 

about waste 

OPPORTUNITIES 

 Circular economy helps fight climate change by 

reducing GHG emissions from product life-

cycle 

 Circular economy protects the environment by 

reducing reliance on raw materials and 

minimizing materials going to landfills 

 Circular economy drives innovation by 

encouraging businesses to design long lasting, 

reusable, and recyclable products  

 Circular economy helps Ontario stay 

competitive by attracting investment and 

creating jobs 

 Stakeholders called for a fundamental policy 

reform to transform Ontario to a circular 

economy 

Ontario needs actions to  shift from a linear economy  to a circular economy. 

Context for Action 
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What is the Circular Economy? 
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Waste-Free Ontario Framework 

 WASTE-FREE ONTARIO ACT, 2016 

RESOURCE RECOVERY AND 

CIRCULAR ECONOMY ACT 

WASTE DIVERSION  

TRANSITION ACT 

 

• Governs the transition of existing waste 

diversion programs  

 

• Establishes the Provincial Interest 

• Establishes producer responsibility regime 

 WASTE-FREE ONTARIO STRATEGY 

• Road map to support circular economy 
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Waste-Free Ontario Act, 2016 

 

• Resource Recovery and Circular Economy Act, 2016: 

 

• Establish an overarching provincial interest and enable the government to 

issue policy statements to provide further direction; 

• Establish a new outcomes-based regime that holds producers accountable for 

their products and packaging;  

• Empower a non-crown and not-for-profit oversight body to oversee the 

producer responsibility regime;  and, 

• Require the development of a Strategy for a Waste-Free Ontario: Building the 

Circular Economy. 

 

• Waste Diversion Transition Act, 2016, which replaces the Waste Diversion Act, 

2002, ensures the smooth transition to the new producer responsibility regime: 

 

• Governs operation of programs and their wind-up; and, 

• Governs wind-up of Industry Funding Organizations   

 



Sells 
products 

                                        
Government 

 

The Authority 

Producers 

Individually or 
Collectively 

Consumers 

New legislation 

End-of-life 
management 

FULL PRODUCER RESPONSIBILITY FRAMEWORK 

Sets outcomes – 
target/requirement/standard 
 

Accountable for meeting 
outcomes 

Reporting on performance 

• Municipalities 
• Waste Companies 

Data clearinghouse 
Compliance/enforcement 

 

•  
 

Enables competition at all 
levels 

Provide choice for 
producers  

Open and fair competition 
and marketplace 

Level playing field 
 

Other legislation, including 
Environment Protection Act, 
Competition Act to support a 
level playing field and open 
and fair marketplace 

Clear consequences with 
effective compliance and 
enforcement tools  for 
producers’ performance 

Inspection, compliance 
orders, administrative 
penalties, offence 
provisions 

Contract 

Collect 
waste 

Outside of  legislation 

MARKETPLACE 

• Provincial Interest 
 

• Policy statements to 
provide further 
direction on 
provincial interests 
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Resource Recovery and Circular Economy Act 
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Provincial Interest and Policy Statement 

• The provincial interest: 

• foster the continued growth and development of the circular economy 

• minimize greenhouse gas emissions and the generation of waste 

• increase the durability, reusability and recyclability of products and packaging 

• hold persons who designs products and packaging responsible for their end of life management 

• provide efficient, effective, convenient and reliable services related to resource recovery  

• increase the reuse and recycling of waste across all sectors 

• increase opportunities and markets for recovered resources 

• promote public education and awareness 
 

• Policy statements: 

• Providing further direction to build a circular economy across product life cycle 

• Increasing accountabilities across all sectors of the economy  

• Coordinating efforts on resource recovery and waste reduction decisions – in both the public 

and private sectors 
 

• Responsible parties (e.g. province, municipalities, producers, waste management industry)   

• have regard to the provincial interest and  

• be consistent with applicable policy statements 



9 

Vision 

A circular economy 

 

Goals 

• Zero waste 

• Zero GHG emissions from waste sector  

 

Objectives: 

• Enhance provincial direction and 

oversight 

• Increase resource productivity and 

reduce waste 

• Enable efficient and effective recycling 

systems 

• Support sustainable end-markets 

 

 

 

Strategy for a Waste-Free Ontario: Vision and Goals 
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Strategy for a Waste-Free Ontario: Key Actions 



For Consultation Purposes Only 
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Timelines 



Timelines 

For Consultation Purposes Only 
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